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Registration is now open for countywide projects and project exploration kits. Registration can be done through 4-H Online 

at: https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in and logging into your family profile. Once logged in you can find all workshops 

and kits in the event section of your profile! Pre-registration is required, and workshops are limited on a first come, first 

serve basis until full regardless of participation via virtually or in-person. All supplies are included unless noted during the

registration process. Zoom links for virtual projects will be sent in the email confirmation.

4-H Kit to Go! – Storm Chasers 

• Location: Self paced at Home Kit

• Who: Open to youth ages 5—19 years as of January 1, 2023

• Registration deadline is March 1, 2023 or while supplies last. 

4-H Kit to Go! – Weaving Loom 

• Location: Self paced at Home Kit

• Who: Open to youth ages 5—19 years as of January 1, 2023

• Registration deadline is March 1, 2023 or while supplies last. 

Stay up to date through 4-H Online at: https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in 

Upcoming Countywide Projects & Kits

COUNTY NEWS AND EVENTS

4-H Online is now open for 4-H new year enrollments! 

Login today to submit your annual enrollment. 

2022 – 2023 deadlines are as follows: 

• January 1 – Re-enrollment deadline 

• June 1 – New Member deadline 

Paper accommodations available upon request to the Berrien 

County MSU Extension Office at 269-927-5674. 

SAVE THE DATE!

MI 4-H Hippology 

March 18, 2023 

MSU Pavilion 

MI 4-H FFA/4-H Judging Contest

April 16, 2023

MSU Pavilion 

MI 4-H State Horse Show

August 18 – 20

MSU Pavilion 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/horses_ponies/registr

ation-information

https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in


The Berrien County 4-H Foundation is a non-profit corporation created to provide income to 

finance 4-H youth programs throughout Berrien County. The 4-H Foundation assets are 

overseen by a volunteer Board of Directors and Advisors who represent a cross-section of 

people with diverse backgrounds and expertise. Every donation is placed into an investment 

trust fund. The principle is not touched. Income earned from the trust fund is applied to 

educational youth programing. Your gift helps youth throughout Berrien County.  

Why does the Berrien County 4-H Foundation need my help? 

Federal, state, and county resources contribute to the 4-H program, as do the Berrien County 

4-H Leaders Council, 4-H Club leaders and parents. These combined contributions fall short 

of what is needed to adequately support youth. 

What benefit will I receive from my donation? 

Besides the wonderful feeling of helping 4-H youth to succeed, there may be tax incentives 

for individuals and businesses. 

How do I make my donation?

Your donation should be made payable to the Berrien County 4-H Foundation, Inc. Most 

donors use one of these methods:

• Cash or Check

• Pledge payable over a three-year period 

• Memorial or tribute in honor of special people or occasions 

• Planned giving—Estates/Wills 

• Annual giving 

Georgia Boot Trailblazers Contest
Calling all 4-H’ers! Want to show off your 4-H project? Apply for the 2023 Georgia Boot 

Trailblazer contest. Georgia Boot is looking for four enthusiastic 4-H’ers to share their 2023 

project journeys with the Georgia Boot audience. Don’t miss this chance to win a prize 

package valued at $500.00. 

Who: Open to 4-H youth ages 12 – 18 years

Apply online at:

https://www.georgiaboot.com/2023-4h-trailblazersby

February 24, 2023. 

Berrien County 4-H Foundation

COUNTY NEWS AND EVENTS

Erupt your creative 
@4-H spark with 

@Joann! Wherever 
your imagination 
takes you, let our 

amazing partners at 
JOANN help. 

You can support 4-
H’ers with a trip to 

JOANN by donating at 
the register through 

May 1st. 

Michigan 4-H receives 
70% of the donation 

funds during the 
campaign with 50% of 

the state portion 
coming back to the 
local 4-H program. 

Joann Fabrics

Campaign

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.georgiaboot.com/2023-4h-trailblazers__;!!HXCxUKc!28eqzwd99ucWEQg3mJJv4npwvp56r4k5vrMZseNO0KMu8-1zkVGEpCQLU2WQxc84bvpnCAzIUF8Ph4hzuQYOpITf2Z__sg$


4-H EXPLORATION DAYS

June 21 – 23, 2023 
Michigan State University

Join 1,000 youth from across Michigan on MSU’s campus to explore YOUR 

future! Live like a college student and learn about future careers at 4-H 

Exploration Days. This three-day pre-college program is designed to help you 

explore careers, build skills and envision your future. Choose from more than 

100 fun learning sessions on a variety of topics that are led by MSU faculty, 4-H 

staff and volunteers, and other experts! You’ll stay in and eat at MSU residence 

halls, attend sessions in buildings throughout campus, and of course have fun at 

free-time activities across the university!

What does 4-H Exploration Days cost?

The cost for the 2023 event is $220, which includes two nights’ 

lodging in a residence hall, meals, learning sessions, an event T-

shirt and free-time activities. Berrien County 4-H Members are 

eligible for scholarships to go towards the event costs in the 

amount of $170.00 equaling a camp fee of $50.00 due at time of 

registration. 

Who should attend?

All young people ages 12 to 19 are invited to join the fun! You 

don’t need to be a 4-H member to attend. Adults who would like 

to serve as event chaperones should contact their county 4-H 

program coordinator.

How do I register?

The 2023 event registration website (https://bit.ly/2GRhuwv) will 

provide updated information in the spring. You can also contact 

your county 4-H program coordinator in your local MSU 

Extension office for details. Registration will open March 21 and 

close April 20, 2023. You’ll want to register early – sessions fill up 

fast and are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis!

A county delegation orientation is 

schedule for: 

When: May 18, 2023

6:30 pm—7:30 pm 

Where: Virtual via Zoom 

Zoom details will be sent once 

registered for the event. Orientation 

will cover what to pack, emergency 

procedures, expectations, free time 

activities, and more! 

Questions:

Kelly Stelter

4-H Program Coordinator 

grandtke@msu.edu, 269-927-5674 ext. 4015

mailto:grandtke@msu.edu


COUNTY NEWS AND EVENTS
4-H Leaders Council Update
The Leaders Council annual elections have now been finalized! Your newly elected 

Leaders Council representatives are as follows: 

Adult Leaders Teen Leaders

Heather Boyle Kayleigh Lawrick 

Ashley Herr Jennifer Pellett 

Roxy Cochran

Additionally, during the re-organizational meeting, officers were appointed for a one-year 

term that included: 

President: Deanna Sobralski 

Vice President: Schyler Pellett

Secretary: Heather Boyle 

Treasurer: Chelsey Sobralski 

Foundation Rep. Shelley Zeiger

Newly elected representatives and officers were seated at the January 23, 2023, re-

organizational meeting.

4-H Leader Meet 
Come together with leaders from across Michigan 4-H to re-energize through networking, 

learning and fun! The Leader Meet will feature a wide variety of fun and interactive 

sessions, informative presentations, and useful tips for your meetings. 

• Date: February 25, 2023 

• Time: 10:45 a.m. – 4:15 p.m. EST

Check-in from 10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. EST

• Location: MSU STEM Building – East Lansing, MI 

• Cost: $15.00 per a person 

County scholarships are available, please contact the Berrien County MSU 

Extension office to learn more.

• Who: Open to Teen Leaders (ages 13+ by January 1, 2023 & Adult Leaders who 

have Gold level status with MSU Extension

For more information including event schedule and to register go to: 

https://events.anr.msu.edu/Michigan_4h_leader_meet/

4-H Livestock 

Judging Camp 

This is a one-day clinic 

about all things 

livestock judging. Youth 

and their coaches will 

gain experience judging 

beef, sheep, swine, and 

meat goats, as well as 

practice with oral 

reasons, data 

assessment, and more!

Date: 

June 3, 2023 

Who: 

Open to 4-H Members 

& Non-4-H Members

For more information go 

to: 

https://www.canr.msu.e

du/events/mi-4-h-

livestock-judging-camp

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/mi-4-h-livestock-judging-camp








Register online at: https://events.anr.msu.edu/LeaderDogFeb23/



STATE NEWS AND EVENTS

March 4: 4-H Livestock Camp
Youth will learn about different aspects of their livestock projects throughout a variety of 
breakout sessions, including intro to your species project, animal and carcass evaluation, 
marketing your livestock project, animal anatomy, reproduction, nutrition, and more! 

Date: Saturday, March 4, 2023
Location: MSU Campus – East Lansing, MI 
Cost: $30.00 which includes t-shirt & lunch

County scholarships are available, please contact the Berrien 
County MSU Extension office to learn more.

Who: 4-H youth ages 12 – 19 as of January 1, 2023 & Active Gold MSU 
Extension Volunteers

For more information including event schedule and to register go to: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-livestock-workshop

February 14: Wild Spartans Series – Black River Lake Sturgeon Facility, 
Management of a Threatened Species
Online

Meet Doug Larson, research assistant at the Black River Sturgeon Facility. Learn about 
his field work, and the education and career path he followed to get there.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-series-february-2023

February 28: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar – Building the Value of Your 4-H 
Club 
Online
A webinar series that will provide Michigan 4-H volunteers with a variety of 
learning opportunities to help them grow as a volunteer and support Michigan 
4-H’ers. 
w.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-building-the-value-of-
your-4-h-club-7pm

March 3-5: Michigan 4-H Dairy Conference
Ralph A. MacMullan Center, Roscommon
This weekend workshop will focus on all thing's dairy cattle nutrition. MSU and MSU 
Extension faculty, industry partners, and MSU students will lead educational sessions. 
Open to MSU Extension Gold Volunteers and 4-H youth (ages 12-19). Register by Feb.8.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/2023-michigan-4-h-dairy-conference

March 4: 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Certification Workshop
Ralph A. MacMullan Center, Roscommon

Interested in leading shooting sports with a 4-H club? Become a certified instructor at this 
one-day, hybrid workshop! Register by Feb. 15.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-shooting-sports-instructor-certification-workshop-ram

Save the Date!

Michigan 4-H 

State Goat 

Show 

June 17, 2023 

MSU Pavilion 

MI 4-H State 

Dog Show 

August 12, 2023 

MSU Pavilion 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-livestock-workshop
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-series-february-2023
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-building-the-value-of-your-4-h-club-7pm
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2023-michigan-4-h-dairy-conference
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-shooting-sports-instructor-certification-workshop-ram


STATE NEWS AND EVENTS
Register today for Michigan 4-H Capitol Experience!

At Michigan 4-H Capitol Experience, teens learn how to change the 
world for the better through engagement in Michigan’s state 
government and public policy process. The 4-H Capitol Experience 
program, scheduled for March 12-14, in Lansing, has been 
described by past participants as “amazing”, “life-changing”, and “an 
opportunity unlike any other”.

The three-day event, open to high-school-aged youth, includes tours 
of the Michigan Capitol, interactions with state legislators, meetings

with state agency staff, lobbyists and state-level experts and learning how policy is made. During the program, youth 

work in small teams to draft legislation on agriculture, civil rights, education, energy, environment and natural resources, 

health or law enforcement and corrections. 

The cost to register in 2023 is $365, which includes meals, material fees and lodging at the Radisson Hotel in 

downtown Lansing. Please contact your local 4-H program coordinator to inquire about local funding opportunities. 

Scholarships may also be available through your local Farm Bureau office.

Registration is open until February 13. To find out more, visit https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience/.

Attendees will have the opportunity to share their ideas related to global food security with experts and other Michigan 
youth while learning how university faculty and staff members, researchers and students are working to address world 
hunger.

To participate, youth should be in grades 7-12 and register by the March 15 deadline. As part of the registration 
process, youth are required to prepare a two- to five-page research paper about a developing country and one of 20 
key factors that affect food security. At the event, youth present and discuss their papers with other attendees and 
research and industry experts. They also participate in interactive activities related to global food challenges and 
engage with area experts to discuss solutions to global hunger and poverty.

The top performing students at the WFP MIYI will be selected to attend the World Food Prize Global Youth Institute in 
Des Moines, Iowa, in October. For more information, visit https://www.canr.msu.edu/wfpmiyi/. Registrations and papers 
are due March 15.

World Food Prize Michigan Youth Institute 
registrations due March 15!

As millions across the globe deal with food insecurity, the World Food Prize 

Michigan Youth Institute (WFP MIYI) offers young people an opportunity to 

be part of the solution. Held May 11 in East Lansing, or by participating 

from anywhere else using Zoom video/web conference technology, the 

event seeks to inspire and prepare the next generation of global leaders to 

end world hunger.

https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/wfpmiyi/
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Berrien County MSU Extension 
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Benton Harbor, MI 49022

Berrien County 4-H Youth Development

Facebook – “Berrien County 4-H Youth Development” 

Instagram - @realberriencounty4-H


